Listing of Claims 

This listing of claims reflects all claim amendments and includes all claim changes and 
additions in the application. Unchanged existing patent claims are not listed. Pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. 1.173(d), material to be inserted in claims is underlined , and material to be deleted is in 
[brackets]. 

1. (Amended) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation formed by pouring 
concrete into forms, which comprises: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a back, a bottom, and a 
removable top, and configured to receive and support an end of a floor joist positioned within 
the floor joist retainer body through the top and front, the removable top being attached to the 
floor joist retainer body when the concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the 
concrete is poured; 

an intermediate structural plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor joist 
retainer body, the intermediate structural plate being attached to the sides and back when the 
concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the 
concrete foundation; and 

removable means for removably attaching the floor joist retainer body to the forms 
before the concrete is poured into the forms. 

2. (Original) The floor joist retainer of claim 1 wherein the removable means for 
attaching the floor joist retainer body to the form comprises a plurality of nails. 

3. (Amended) The floor joist retainer of claim 1 wherein the floor joist retainer body is 

formed of material to which poured concrete will not adhere. 
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4. (Canceled) 



5. (Amended) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation formed by pouring 
concrete into forms, which comprises: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a back, a bottom, and an 
open top, and configured to receive and support an end of a floor joist positioned within the floor 
joist retainer body through the open top and front; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the 
concrete foundation; 

a plurality of nail posts attached to the sides of the floor joist retainer body, each 
positioned and configured to hold a nail with a pointed end extending into a form; and 

a plurality of nails positioned within the nail posts and configured in size to extend a 
pointed end into a form. 

6. (Amended) The floor joist retainer of claim 5 wherein the floor joist retainer body is 
formed of material to which poured concrete will not adhere. 
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7. (Amended) A method of positioning and supporting a floor joist within a concrete 
foundation formed by pouring concrete into forms using a floor joist retainer having a floor joist 
retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a bottom, and a removable top, and 
configured to receive and support an end of the floor joist positioned within the floor joist retainer 
body through the top and front, the floor joist retainer further including an intermediate structural 
plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor joist retainer body, the intermediate 
structural plate being attached to the sides and back when the concrete is poured into the forms 
and removable after the concrete is poured, the floor joist retainer further including a retaining 
flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the concrete foundation, 
and means for removably attaching the floor joist retainer body to the forms before the concrete 
is poured into the forms, the method comprising: 

positioning and attaching the floor joist retainer to a form with the removable top 
attached to the floor joist retainer body before the concrete is poured with the open front facing 
the form; 

pouring the concrete into the forms; 
curing the concrete; 
removing the forms; 

removing the intermediate structural plate from the floor joist retainer body; 
removing the removable top from the floor joist retainer body; and 
positioning the end of the floor joist into the floor joist retainer body. 
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8. (Amended) A method of positioning and supporting a floor joist within a concrete 
foundation formed by pouring concrete into forms using a floor joist retainer having a floor joist 
retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a bottom, and a removable top, and 
configured to receive and support an end of the floor joist positioned within the floor joist retainer 
body through the top and front, the floor joist retainer further including a retaining flange 
attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the concrete foundation, a 
plurality of nail posts attached to the sides of the floor joist retainer body, each positioned and 
configured to hold a nail with a pointed end extending into a form, and a plurality of nails 
positioned within the nail posts and configured in size to extend a pointed end into the form to 
removably attach the floor joist retainer to the form before the concrete is poured into the forms, 
the method comprising: 

positioning and nailing the floor joist retainer to a form, with the open front facing the 
form with the removable top attached to the floor joist retainer body, before the concrete is 
poured into the forms; 

pouring the concrete into the forms; 

curing the concrete; 

removing the forms; 

removing the removable top from the floor joist retainer body; and 
positioning an end of the floor joist into the floor joist retainer body. 



Page 8 of 13 - Amendment and Response to Office Action; 

Reissue App. Serial No. 09/662,718; Our File - SFN.301RI 



9. (New) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation formed by pouring 
concrete into forms, comprising: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a back, a bottom, and a 
removable top, the floor joist retainer body being configured to receive and support an end of a 
floor joist positioned within the floor joist retainer body through the top and front, the removable 
top being attached to the floor joist retainer body when the concrete is poured into the forms and 
removable after the concrete is poured; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the 
concrete foundation; 

a plurality of nail posts attached to the sides of the floor joist retainer body, each being 
positioned and configured to hold a nail so that a pointed end of the nail extends into one of the 
forms; and 

a plurality of nails positioned within the nail posts. 

10. (New) The floor joist retainer of claim 9, wherein the floor joist retainer body is 
formed of material to which poured concrete will not adhere. 

1 1 . (New) The floor joist retainer of claim 9, further comprising an intermediate structural 
plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor joist retainer body, the intermediate 
structural plate being attached to the sides and back when the concrete is poured into the forms 
and removable after the concrete is poured. 

Claims 12 through 20 (canceled) 
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21. (New) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation formed by pouring 
concrete into forms, comprising: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, sides, a back, a bottom, and an open top, 
the floor joist retainer body being configured to receive and support an end of a floor joist 
positioned within the floor joist retainer body through the open top and front; 

an intermediate structural plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor joist 
retainer body, the intermediate structural plate being attached to the sides and back when the 
concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the 
concrete foundation; 

removable means for removably attaching the floor joist retainer body to the forms 
before the concrete is poured into the forms; and 

a plurality of nail posts attached to the sides of the floor joist retainer body, each being 
positioned and configured to hold a nail so that a pointed end of the nail extends into a form, 
where the removable means includes a plurality of nails positioned within the nail posts. 
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22. (New) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation formed by pouring 
concrete into forms, which comprises: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a back, a bottom, 
and a top, at least one cut being provided on the floor joist retainer body where the top connects 
to the sides and back so that the top is removable, the floor joist retainer body being configured 
to receive and support an end of a floor joist positioned within tile floor joist retainer body 
through the top and front, the top being attached to the floor joist retainer body when the 
concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within 
the concrete foundation; 

removable means for removably attaching the floor joist retainer body to the 
forms before the concrete is poured into the forms; and 

an intermediate structural plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor 
joist retainer body, the intermediate structural plate being attached to the sides and back when 
the concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured. 
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